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what we claim and desire to secure by tetters Patent 

is : 

1. An ci-L-LdiiyeiutuiL lux cjuxiLr oiling an electronic 
device, said arrsngp.mRTit rnmprifiing an inpiir. unir. wir.li 
an optical ocnoor for recording image e , and a signal -pro- 
cessinq unit for identifying predetex"iuiuea liifuxuiciLioii 
in at least one ot said images and for controlling the 
electronic device dependent upon eaid predetermined 
information, characterized in that the input 
unit in a first, tunction mode is arranged to convert said 
Iq at leaet one image to a current text string containing a 

aequwiufci ul ulieu.dc: Lex t= , and that the signal -processing 

S E unit is arranged to control the electronic device on the 

s n *** 

Iff basis of the current text string. 

l~ 2. An arrangement according to claim 1, wherein the 

signal -processing unit is arranged to control the elec- 
P tronic device on the basis of the format of the current 

□ text string. 

l ^ 3 . An arrangement according to claim 2 , wherein the 

signal -processing unit is arranged to match the format of 
the current text string to a format database comprising 
predetermined formats, each of which is associated with 
at least one command, and to generate the command asso- 
ciated with the current text string, so as to control the 
clccLiuniu device. 

4. An arrangement according to claim 3, wherein said 
command initiates execution of software on the electronic 
device . 
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5. An arrangement according to claim 3, wherein oaid 
format database comprises predetermined formats of diffe- 
rent types of addresses . 

6- An arrangement according to claim 3, which fur 
Cher comprises a database editor which cillowa a utsei- Lv 
add formate and associated commands tn thp format, data- 
base . 

7. An arrangement accordinq to claim 1, wherein the 
signal-processing unit tr arrangp.fi tn identity an address 
in the current text string and to cauoc the electronic 
device Lu comiecL Lu tjetid <siddi«tifi. 

ft. An arrnngamenr. acrorrl.ing to claim 1, wherein 
the cignal-proceccing unit ie arranged to cauee , when 
idencifyinq an address lur electronic luciil ia yald Le^t 
string, the electronic device to open a program tor elec- 
tronic mail . 

9. An arrangement according to claim 1 , wherein the 
signal-processing unit is arranged to cause, when iden- 
tifying a web address in said text string, the electronic 
device Lu ujjeii a web biuwbex. 

IU. An arrangement according to claim 1, wherein the 
signal -processing unit is arranged to cause , when identi- 
fying a phone or fax number in said text string, the 
electronic device to connect to the phone or fax number. 

11. An arrangement according to claim 1, wherein the 
input unit in the first function mode io a handheld text 
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12. An arrangement accorriing to r.lai.m 1 , which is 
selectively operable in a control function mode, in which 
the signal -processing unit its tiiidiiyeJ Lo control the 
electronic device on the basin nf th<=» r.nrrp.nr. text 
etring, preferably the format thereof. 

13. An arrangement: according to cjlaim 1, wlieieixi Llie 
si gnal -prnr.p.sRing unit is at least partly placed in the 
same casing ao the electronic device. 

14. Aii ciiix^iicjement according to claim 1, wherein the 
input unit is arr^ngftri tor wireless communication with 
the electronic device. 

15. An arrangement aucjuxdiny Lu claim 1, wherein the 
input unit m a further function mode is controllable no 
record eingle images. 

16. Aai arrangement according to claim 1, wherein the 
input unit in a second function mode is arranged to con- 
trol a cursor on a display of the electronic device. 

17. An arrangement according to claim 16, wherein 
the input unit is arranged to automatically select func- 
tion mode on the basis of the contents of said at least 
one image . 

18. An arrangement according to claim 16, wherein 
the input unit is arranged to operate in the second func- 
tion mode when said at least one image contains a prede- 
Lexiuined pciL Lex'ii . 

19. An arrangement according to claim 15, wherein 
the input unit is arranged to automatically select a 

(continued) 
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(rnntimip.fi claim 19) 

predefined function mode, preferably the first function 
mode, in Lhe absence of a predetermined pattern in said 
at Iftasr. one image. 

20, An arrangement according to claim 18. wherein 
Lhe prtideLeiudned pattern consists of a position-coding 
pattern, preferably an absolute position-coding pattern. 

21. An arrangement according to claim 1, which fur- 
ther comprises a product, on which a plurality of command 
words are indicated. 

Is— 

;0 22. A method for controlling an el ectronir. Hrvihr, 

(5 comprising the steps of operating a handheld input unit 

-E 

in to record at least: one imaqe, identifying predetermined 

10 information in said at least one i^gfi, and nnntrnlling 

; „ the electronic device dependent upon eaid predetermined 

ifi Information, characterized by Llie £ux-Lhex- 

'j? steps of converting ssiri at-. I p.ast. one Image to a current 

p text string including a sequence of charactcro, and con- 

Lrollixxy Lhe electronic: deviue on the basis of the cur- 

TR-nt tp.xt fih-ri ng . 

23- A method according to claim 22, comprising the 
lurLhex* alep ul cuaLiolliny Lhe elecLronic device on the 
basis ot the tormat of the current text string. 

24- A method according to claim 23, comprising the 
step of matching the format of the current text string to 
a format database comprislnq predetermined formats, each 

(continued) 


34 


(continued claim 24) 

ot which is associated with a command, and yenerdting the 
command associated with the current text string, SO as to 
cujiLiuI the electronic device. 

~2b- A method according to ulaiiu 24, wherein said 
command initiates execution o*F software on the electronic 
device . 

2b > A method accordinq to claim 24, wherein the fox- 
mat database compri b<=%r predetermined formats for cliff e- 
rent types of addresses . 

27- A method acuurdiny Lu claim 22, comprising the 
steps of searching for an address in the current text 
string, and, when an addreos is found, causing the elec- 
tronic device to conweuL Lu said addrees. 

?.8- An input unit with at least a first and a second 
function mode, comprising a detector for capturing images 
and an iuu=iye processor for processing the images to 
srrhieve said two tunction modes, characteriz- 
ed in that the input unit is arranged to change frnm 
the first Lu the bticond function mode when the image 
processor detects a first piece of predetermined infor- 
mation in one of said images. 

29. An input unit according to claim 28, wherein 
said first piece of predetermined information is a pre- 
determined pattern. 

30. An input unit according to claim 28, which is 
arranged Lo chanye Ixoni the second function mode to the 

(continued) 
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(continued claim 30) 

tirst function mode When it deteeLs a Becond piece of 
predetermined inf or-mati on In one of said image s . 

31. An input unit according to claim 28, wherein 
said predetermined informal-ion consists o£ a position- 
coding pattern. prefe-ranly an absolute position-coding 
pattern . 

32. An input unit ticcuidincj to claim 28, wherein the 
first fimo.t-ion mode is a mouse function, and the second 
function mode io an input function, preferably a scanner 
f unction . 
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